
32 92 23-1 

 
A New Building, An Addition, & Remodel 

Bentonville West High School 

Centerton, Arkansas 

SECTION 32 92 23 

 

SODDING 

 

PART 1 GENERAL 

 

1.1  SECTION INCLUDES 

 

 A. Preparation of subsoil. 

 

 B. Fertilizing. 

 

 C. Sod installation. 

 

 D. Maintenance. 

 

1.2  RELATED SECTIONS 

 

 A. Section 31 23 00 – Excavation and Backfill:  Topsoil material. 

 

 B. Section 32 92 19 - Seeding. 

 

1.3  REFERENCES 

 

 A. ASPA (American Sod Producers Association) - Guideline Specifications to Sodding. 

 

 B. FS O-F-241 - Fertilizers, Mixed, Commercial. 

 

1.5  DEFINITIONS 

 

 A. Weeds:  Includes Dandelion, Jimsonweed, Quackgrass, Horsetail, Morning Glory, Rush 

Grass, Mustard, Lambsquarter, Chickweed, Cress, Crabgrass, Canadian Thistle, Nutgrass, 

Poison Oak, Blackberry, Tansy Ragwort, Johnson Grass, Poison Ivy, Nut Sedge, Nimble 

Will, Bindweed, Bent Grass, Wild Garlic, Perennial Sorrel, and Brome Grass. 

 

1.6  SUBMITTALS AT PROJECT CLOSEOUT 

 

 A. Section 01 77 00 - Contract Closeout:  Procedures for submittals. 

 

 B. Operation Data:  Submit for continuing Owner maintenance. 

 

 C. Maintenance Data:  Include maintenance instructions, cutting method and maximum  

  grass height; types, application frequency, and recommended coverage of fertilizer.  
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1.7  QUALITY ASSURANCE 

 

 A. Sod: Minimum age of 18 months, with root development that will support its own weight 

without tearing, when suspended vertically by holding the upper two corners. 

 

 B. Submit sod certification for grass species and location of sod source. 

 

 C. Sod Producer:  Company specializing in sod production and harvesting with minimum 

five years experience. 

 

 D. Installer:  Company approved by the sod producer. 

 

1.8  REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 

 

 A. Comply with regulatory agencies for fertilizer and herbicide composition. 

 

1.9  DELIVERY, STORAGE, AND PROTECTION 

 

 A. Section 01 60 00 - Material and Equipment:  Transport, handle, store, and protect 

products. 

 

 B. Deliver sod on pallet or in rolls.  Protect exposed roots from dehydration. 

 

 C. Do not deliver more sod than can be laid within 24 hours. 

 

1.10 PROJECT CONDITIONS 

 

 A. Section 01 31 00 - Coordination and Meetings. 

 

 B. Sequence installation to ensure utility connections are achieved in an orderly and 

expeditious manner. 

 

 C. Coordinate with installation of underground sprinkler system piping and watering heads. 

 

 D. Sod Installation Season: Verify with  a local  A.N.L. A. certified nursery or county agent. 

 

1.11 MAINTENANCE SERVICE 

 

 A. Contractor to provide service and maintenance of sodded areas for three months from 

Date of Substantial Completion or until grass is well established and exhibits a vigorous 

growing condition for two cuttings, whichever is the longer period. Architect to 

determine if sod is well established and exhibits vigorous growth condition. 
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PART 2 PRODUCTS 

 

2.1   MATERIALS 

 

 A. Sod:  ASPA Approved Field grown; cultivated grass sod; type indicated below, unless 

noted otherwise on Civil drawings with strong fibrous root system, free of stones, burned 

or bare spots; containing no more than 10 weeds per 1000 sq ft. 

  1. Bermuda Grass type: Tiff 

  2. Bermuda Grass type: U3 

 

 B. Topsoil:  As specified in Section 31 23 00. 

 

 C. Fertilizer: 13-13-13 Time release. 

 

 D. Water:  Clean, fresh and free of substances or matter which could inhibit vigorous growth 

of grass. 

 

2.2  ACCESSORIES 

 

 A. Wood Pegs:  Softwood, sufficient size and length to ensure anchorage of sod on slope. 

 

 B. Wire Mesh:  Interwoven hexagonal plastic mesh of 2 inch size. 

 

2.3  HARVESTING SOD 

 

 A. Machine cut sod and load on pallets in accordance with ASPA Guidelines. 

 

 B. Cut sod in area not exceeding 1 sq yd, with minimum 1/2 inch and maximum 1 inch 

topsoil base. 

 

PART 3 EXECUTION 

 

3.1  EXAMINATION 

 

 A. Verify that prepared soil base is ready to receive the work of this section. 

 

3.2  PREPARATION OF SUBSOIL 

 

 A. Prepare subsoil and eliminate uneven areas and low spots. 

 

 B. Maintain lines, levels, profiles and contours.  Make changes in grade gradual.  Blend 

slopes into level areas. 

 

 C. Remove foreign materials and undesirable plants and their roots.  Do not bury foreign 

material beneath areas to be sodded. 

 

 D. Remove contaminated subsoil. 
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 E. Scarify subsoil to a depth of 4 inches where topsoil is to be placed. 

 

 F. Repeat cultivation in areas where equipment, used for hauling and spreading topsoil, has 

compacted subsoil. 

 

3.3  FERTILIZING 

 

 A. Apply fertilizer in accordance with manufacturer's instructions. 

 

 B. Apply after smooth raking of topsoil and prior to installation of sod. 

 

 C. Apply fertilizer no more than 48 hours before laying sod. 

 

 D. Mix thoroughly into upper 2 inches of topsoil. 

 

 E. Lightly water to aid the dissipation of fertilizer. 

 

3.4  LAYING SOD 

 

 A. Moisten prepared surface immediately prior to laying sod. 

 

 B. Lay sod within 24 hours after harvesting to prevent deterioration. 

 

 C. Lay sod tight with no open joints visible, and no overlapping; stagger end joints 12 inches 

(300 mm) minimum. Do not stretch or overlap sod pieces. 

 

 D. Lay smooth.  Align with adjoining grass areas. 

 

 E. Place top elevation of sod 1/2 inch below adjoining paving or curbs. 

 

 F. On slopes 3:1 and steeper, lay sod perpendicular to slope and secure every row with 

wooden pegs at maximum 2 feet on center.  Drive pegs flush with soil portion of sod. 

 

 G. Water sodded areas immediately after installation. Saturate soil to a depth of 4 inches.  

 

 H. After sod and soil have dried, roll sodded areas to ensure good bond between sod and soil 

and to remove minor depressions and irregularities.  Roll sodded areas with roller. 

 

3.5  MAINTENANCE 

 

 A. Mow grass at regular intervals to maintain at a maximum height of 2-1/2 inches.  Do not 

cut more than 1/3 of grass blade at any one mowing. 

 

 B. Neatly trim edges and hand clip where necessary. 

 

 C. Immediately remove clippings after mowing and trimming. 
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 D. Water to prevent grass and soil from drying out. 

 

 E. Roll surface to remove minor depressions or irregularities. 

 

 F. Control growth of weeds.  Apply herbicides in accordance with manufacturer's 

instructions.  Remedy damage resulting from improper use of herbicides. 

 

 G. Immediately replace sod to areas which show deterioration or bare spots. 

 

 H. Protect sodded areas with warning signs during maintenance period. 

   

 

END OF SECTION 
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